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of the Greeks show a familiarity with many hundred different
works in every field of literature.
His pupil and successor, Origen, the most learned of the
Christian Fathers (c. 185-0. 254), when speaking of the sciences
Df the Greeks, wrote: "They are to be used so that they may
contribute to the understanding of the Scriptures; for just as
philosophers are accustomed to say that geometry, music,
grammar, rhetoric, and astronomy all dispose us to the study
of philosophy, so we may say that philosophy, rightly studied,
disposes us to the study of Christianity. We are permitted
when we go out of Egypt to carry with us the riches of the
Egyptians wherewith to adorn the tabernacle; only let us .
beware how we reverse the process, and have Israel to go
down into Egypt and seek for treasure; that is what Jere-
boam did in old time, and what here tics do in our own." This
allegorical use of the despoiling of the Egyptians occurs over
and over again in later times, as by St. Augustine himself.
As the founder of systematic theology, theformulator of most
of the dogmas of the Church, the earliest scientific critic of
the Scriptures, Origen exerted the most extended influence
of any of the Fathers except possibly St. Augustine. Espe-
cially through his teachings concerning the harmony of the
pagan sciences with the doctrines of religion, of Greek culture
with Christian faith, he reconciled the Greek world to the new
religion and aided in its dissemination.
" By the time of St. Basil (331-379) and Gregory of Nazi-
anzus (0.325-0.390), the opposition of the Christians to pagan
learning and especially to Greek philosophy had become
more pronounced; but both these Fathers unite in the protest
of the earlier ones against this prejudice and in the effort to
show that Greek literature is full of both principle and event,
of both precept and example, helpful in instruction and lead-
ing to the higher life. Speaking of the closing of the pagan
schools to Christians by Julian (p. 236), Gregory wrote: " For
my part I trust that every one who cares for learning wilj